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Y a late At of Parliament for the Licenſing and Regulating of Hackny-Coaches, &c.- 
There were Four Commiſſioners appointed for the Execution of the ſaid Act ; and 
the King afterwards added-a Fifth: *'The Commiſhoners to take an Oath before 

hand for the due Execution of the AQ; and not to AQ ar all, till they ſhall have 

taken the faid Oath : They are likewiſe under certain Obligations to Licence ſome, in Pre- 
ferance to others, and not to Licence above 700, upon the Penalty of an Hundred Pound for 
everySupernumerary; and to give up tothe Lords of theTreaſury,Books of Accounts,with the 

Names and Surnames of all the Licenced Perſons ; and every Coach to have a particular 

Mark of DiſtinAion : No Man to take above the Kings Fine ( being Fif?} Pound ) for any 

Licence; nor any ACt to be valid in the Execution, but by the conſent of three or more of 

the Commiſſioners; who are likewiſe ſubjeQed to the farther Penalty of Forfeiting Office - 

and Employment, and an Incapacity of any new Grant thereof, in caſe of Extorting more 
for Licences than the AQ allows., This is the ſhort State of the Caſe; and the Com- 

. miſſioners have PunQtually proceeded according to theſe Meaſures. -— | 

But to come now to the Fact. There was Pely publiſhed and diſpers'd a Printed Li- 
bel againſt the aforeſaid Commiſſioners, (and R. Gee particularly by Name) under the Ti- 
tle of The Caſe bf ſeveral of the 400 ancient Hackny-Coachmen, &c. wherein the Commiſſion- 
ers are charged in Terminis, with granting Licences to ſuch Perſons who would give moſt for ther: : 

(Great Summes of Mony taken = + they could obtain Licences; ) and (700 Licences granted 

contrary to the intent of ſaid At.) (As if the 700 Licences were all Illegal.) 

This falſe and Scandalous Paper refers to a foregoing Petition, wherein the Commiſſion- 
ers are charg'd ; Firſt, for Refuſing Licences to Perſons wel Secondly for Granting 
Licences to Perſons Unqualifyd, Thirdly, for Licevcing above the limited Number of 700. 
Fourthly, for Extorting more Mony for Licences then the Kjng's Fine. 7 

In Anſwer to theFirſft Article ; there arex8 or 20Witnelles produced againſt the Commiſ- 
ſioners ; which are all overthrown by the Record of the 0/4 Regifter-Book, (fave only one, 
by the Name of Edward Brackwe!l, who had two Licences, Number 162 and 2279. Now 
this Br ackwell Dy'd in 1683, and is made uſe of as a Witneſs in a Report 1694, and no 
mention made of him in the M:zates. - | | 

The Secozd Article has no Relation to the AQt, and conſequently can be no Breach of it. 

As tothe Third; if it be falſe, Why do they Objett ut? If it be true, Why do they not 
Sue the Commiſſioners for a Hundred Pound a Man forevery ſuchOffence,according to theEx- 
preſs direCtion of the AQt ? -But they were not willing to ſtand the Teſt of the Law. 

To the Foarth Article, there are 17 Witneſles ſet up with a pretence to prove the Extor- 
tion, 4 of them, viz. Miller, Williams, Jones and Sumpter, are part of the Eſtabliſhr 700, 
bur neither nameany of the Commiſſioners, nor prove any thing againſt them, .The other 
13 (upon whoſe Credit the Commiſſioners werero ſtand or Fall) are ogly Perſons trumpt 
up, without any of the Diſtinguiſhing Marks required by the Act ; by name, Azne Bates, 
Anne James, Mary Piggot, Edward Phipps, Richard Layton, Mr. fohnſon, William Good- 
man, John Gea, Dorothy Alſop, Anne Holder. Elizabeth Morris, John Stayley and Thomas 
Pullen, Now there is not ſo much asone of theſe Perſons rhat appears in the Regiſter-Books,no 
notice of them, what they are, whence they came, or who ſet them up; and yet theſe 
People without either Licences, or any pretence to be Licenced, complain of being forc'd to 
pay more for their Licences than they ſhould have done, when they had zo Licences at all: 
In fine, the Receits under the Hands and Seals of the Receivers, are extant, and ſhew who 
paid rhe Fines ; the Reg#ſter-Book agrees with the Receits,and the Licences under the Hands 
2nd Seals of the Commiſſioners agree with them both : Over and above that the number is 
already full; So that theſe 19 Szpernamerarys muſt either be found in the Regz/ter-Book,' or 
undenyably concluded to be Impoſtors. noni 

Upon this Ground R. Gee hath now brought his AQtion againſt ſeveral of the Confede- 
rates, in order to the DeteCing of the Fraud, by putting the Cauſe to an Ifſue upon Oath, as 
the only Legal way for the expoſing of falſe Witneſſes. To lay norhing of the hive Licenc'd | 
Petitioners, who after all their Clamour againſt the Commiſhoners, do not fo much as ot- 
ſer at any Proof; as will appear by the Minutes and the Report : But the moſt ſcnlible part 
of the Commiſſioners Grievances is yet behind, and nor proper for this Place. 


19 7 
oe P - 
yt / 


DC OE ee ia lon as PRs 


p 


